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Portuguese utility signs on
for floating wind-turbine
platforms in an effort to
capitalize on the abundant
wind resources more than
50 meters off the coast.

Seattle, Wash.-based Principle
Power said it signed a
memorandum of agreement
with Lisbon-based Energias
de Portugal (EDP) to co-
develop a three-phased wind
project more than 50 meters off
the coast of Portugal.

The companies plan to use
Principle Power’s floating wind
turbine foundation, dubbed
WindFloat. Principle says the
floating platform allows the
company to site wind farms in
the highest capacity wind areas,
without the need to build costly
platforms in the deep ocean.
WindFloat, was developed by
Berkeley, Calif.-based Marine
Innovation & Technology and is
owned by Principle Power.

The companies did not disclose a time line or energy generation capacity of the project. The first
phase of the project includes a single WindFloat for technology demonstration purposes. The
second phase is considered pre-commercial, while the third phase would bring the project to a
commercial level.

The companies plan to hold an equity stake and seek several additional sources of funding.

"Offshore wind is one of our key innovation priorities," said Antonio Mexia, CEO of EDP, in a
release. "The development of floating foundations for wind turbines is a prerequisite to the
development of offshore wind farms worldwide, as areas in which the sea bed is less than 50
meters deep are scarce, and fixed structures in deeper waters are economically not feasible. We
believe the Windfloat may be the correct approach to deep-water offshore wind farms."

EDP already has a stronghold in wind and offshore projects. The company is the fourth-largest
wind-energy producer in the world.

In October, EDP acquired 85 percent of Romanian wind power companies Renovatio Power and
Cernavoda Power, which own several wind projects in Romania totaling 736 MW in different
stages of development. EDP said the deal is valued at €8.4 million, and that additional success
fees will be paid once the wind projects reach the ready to build phase (see Cars, energy
storage and windy dealmaking).

In July, EDP acquired Houston-based developer, owner and operator of U.S. wind power
generation Horizon Wind Energy from Goldman Sachs in a deal that valued Horizon at $2.74
billion. Horizon has developed more than 1,000 MW of wind farms in the U.S. and Costa Rica
(see EDP acquires Horizon Wind, forms consortium).

EDP also holds a stake in the €9 million wave-energy Aguçadoura project, which in September
launched off the Portugal coast with 2.25 MW of wave-energy converters (see Pelamis starts
Portugal wave-power farm). The project is expected to reach 25 MW when fully deployed. 

Principle Power plans to build, own and operate offshore wind projects that are more than 50
meters off the coast, also known as deep-water offshore wind. In November, the company a

News home

Exclusive articles

News briefs

Interviews

Editorials

Coverage by industry

Coverage by company

Coverage by region

Newsmakers

Quotes

Polls

Videos

Webinars

Cleantech Avenger

Deal & IPO watch

Staff blogs

About our news coverage

Send news/story ideas

Advertise with us

Editorial

Welcome! Login Global

Supported by

Global premier sponsors include

Lead sponsors/partners include

All  sponsors | All  partners

Peter Schwartz on energy VCs not
knowing what they're doing

more

Recent Popular Stories
Study: Computing industry not
embracing green IT

CenterPoint rolls out $640M smart
meter project in Texas

6N says lower silicon purity means
lower solar prices

Recent Staff Bloggings
Jettin' around with my friend Camelina
NOT camelina. No, camelina isn't my
pretty ...

Are government subsidies going to
save recycling?
The value of materials recovered in the
recycling process ...

Behind the scenes at Cleantech Forum
Shanghai
Cleantech Forum XX, the Cleantech
Group's 20th assembly ...

So Super it’s unreal?
On a showroom floor in India’s
westernmost state of ...

Bird brains
Our feathered friends can breathe a sigh
of relief. ...

Recent Comments

A snapshot of clean
technology in China
December 18, 2008 -
Exclusive - Gary Rieshel of
Qiming Venture Partners
describes why China is
emerging as a lab for water
and cleaner coal
technologies.

Services Solutions Cleantech Forum events Jobs About us Search

http://www.cleantech.com/news/ad/redirect/4106/t2768/
http://www.cleantech.com/news/4188/edp-principle-power-partner-deep-wa
http://www.cleantech.com/
http://www.cleantech.com/news
http://www.cleantech.com/news/forward/4188
http://www.cleantech.com/news/print/4188
http://www.reprintbuyer.com/mags/cleantech/reprints.html
http://www.cleantech.com/news/1440/edp-acquires-horizon-wind-forms-consor
http://www.cleantech.com/news/1802/horizon-gets-ok-for-washington-state-wind-farm
http://www.cleantech.com/news/1525/constellation-to-buy-wind-power-from-h
http://www.cleantech.com/news/3871/israels-sde-plans-100mw-wave-energy-africa
http://www.cleantech.com/news/3664/siemens-eon-sign-%E2%82%AC275m-deal-offshore-wind
http://www.cleantech.com/news/ad/redirect/4101/t2769/
http://cleantech.com/news/companies/energias-de-portugal
http://cleantech.com/news/companies/principle-power
http://cleantech.com/news/3762/cars-energy-storage-and-windy-dealmaking
http://cleantech.com/news/companies/horizon-wind-energy
http://cleantech.com/news/1440/edp-acquires-horizon-wind-forms-consor
http://cleantech.com/news/3562/pelamis-starts-portugal-wave-power-farm
http://www.cleantech.com/news/cookielogin
http://www.deloitte.com/
http://media.cleantech.com/ad/redirect/3480/t2879/
http://www.cleantech.com/news/ad/redirect/3982/t2881/
http://www.cleantech.com/about/partners.cfm
http://www.cleantech.com/about/sponsors.cfm
http://www.cleantech.com/news/4110/peter-schwartz-energy-vcs-not-knowi
http://www.cleantech.com/news/4110/peter-schwartz-energy-vcs-not-knowi
http://www.cleantech.com/news/video
http://www.cleantech.com/news/3997/snapshot-clean-technology-china
http://www.cleantech.com/


Global relevance

Alla Weinstein

Antonio Mexia

Energias de Portugal

Keiretsu Forum

Marine Innovation &

Technology

Principle Power

Wind

Coverage brought to you by

Post new comment

Your name: *

E-mail:  *

The content of this field is kept private and will not  be shown publicly.

Subject:

Comment: *

Preview comment  Post comment

meters off the coast, also known as deep-water offshore wind. In November, the company a
deal to develop a 150 MW wind farm off the Oregon coast with the Tillamook People’s Utility
District. In May 2008, Principle Power closed a $2.3 million seed funding round. The round
included eight Keiretsu Forum investors, and international investors from Spain, Mexico and
Portugal (see Spying on sustainability ). 

"Having EDP participating in the equity of our demonstration project serves as an affirmation of
EDP’s desire to innovate within the wind sector," said Principle Power CEO Alla Weinstein in a
release.
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